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Die Fermente und Iiire Wirkungen. Von Carl Oppenheimer, 
Dr. Phil, et Med.; Assistent am Thierphysiol. inst d. Landwirth. 
Hochsch, Berlin, Zweite Neubearbeitete Auflage. Leipzig: F. C. 

• W. Vogel, 1903. 

The general subject of Ferments has assumed so much importance 
within the last few years that without a proper knowledge of their 
action one is at a loss to explain many of the processes concerned 
in physiology or pathology. A book such as this is particularly 
acceptable, and it is really impossible to overestimate its value. 
The subject is treated in a purely scientific manner and each chapter 
contains such a wealth of information that it may be read many 
times without exhausting the benefits to be derived from it, so 
carefully has the material been collected and so concisely put forth. 
The first and minor portion of the book deals with the subject in 
general terms, while in the second portion the various ferments are 
grouped together in sections, but discussed fully in separate chapters. 
Cytolysins, agglutinins, and precipitins receive recognition and are 
classed as substances related in a way to the true ferments. The 
book has both subject and author indices. One realizes the great 
care and precision with which the book has been prepared when 
he finds over 1500 references to literature. The book numbers 439 
pages in all. W. T. L. 

Surgical Diseases of the Abdomen, with Special Reference 
to Dlagnosis. By Richard Douglas, M.D., Formerly Pro¬ 
fessor of Gynecology and Abdominal Surgery, Medical Depart¬ 
ment, Vanderbilt University, Nashville, Tenn.; ex-President of 
Southern Surgical and Gynecological Association, etc. Illus¬ 
trated, 883 pp. Philadelphia: P. Blaldston’s Son & Co., 1903. 

SURGEONS both in their journal articles and text-books have, we 
feel, paid undue attention to operative technique to the neglect of 
the important question of diagnosis. It is therefore with pleasure 
that we review this book on Surgical Diseases of the Abdomen, 
which deals almost entirely with the diagnosis of these conditions 
and which is yet written by a practical surgeon. A book dealing 
with the diagnosis of abdominal diseases from the surgical point 
of view has been a want felt by all surgeons, and the present volume 
bids fair to supply that want very satisfactorily. Abdominal surgery 
has become a wide field and has extended its boundaries far into 
the territory formerly considered entirely the domain of the medical 
man. Consequently the question of diagnosis in this field of surgery’ 
is of as much, if not more, importance to the surgeon than to the 
physician. 



896 REVIEWS. 

The book before us presents each of the subjects under discussion 
in a most extensive and satisfactory manner. At the close of each 
chapter is a list of references which will be found of great value to 
the reader who desires to further investigate any particular subject. 
The illustrations are not profuse, but supply every want. 

It is impossible in a review of this kind to comment upon each 
portion of the book, but nevertheless certain comments may not be 
out of place. 

The first chapter is an excellent one on Peritonitis, in which the 
symptoms and diagnosis are presented in a most comprehensive 
manner. Instead of describing extensively the steps of the surgical 
treatment, the author briefly presents the surgical indications. 
Although we agree with him that drainage is too constantly employed 
in pelvic work, we are not prepared to say the same, as he does, 
of appendiceal work. He heartily approves the postural drainage, 
suggested by Fowler, which has proved so very satisfactory in cases 
of peritonitis. The diagnosis and surgical indications of typhoid 
perforation are carefully considered, but in our judgment the author 
does not urge with sufficient energy immediate operation as soon 
as symptoms indicate perforation. It is now practically agreed by 
all having experience in this condition that it is a mistake to delay 
operation for the recovery from shock, but that the sooner the 
abdomen is opened and properly treated the better will be the 
result. 

We fully concur with Douglas in his attitude toward the exploring 
needle as a diagnostic measure in liver abscess. He states that the 
needle should not be employed unless the surgeon is prepared to 
operate at once in case pus is found. 

The portions of the book dealing with diseases of the kidney 
and with abdominal injuries meet with our particular approval. 
The latter portion of the volume is devoted to surgery of the female 
pelvis, and is not proportionately as extensive as other parts. One 
criticism that might be offered is that the diseases of the ureter 
have not been considered. 

This book is one which every surgeon and every physician can 
read with profit, and it will undoubtedly take its place as a most 
satisfactory book of reference. J. II. G. 

Cancer and Precancerous Changes, Their Origin and 

Treatment. By G. H. Fink, M.R.C.S., L.S.A. Lond., Major 
Indian Medical Service (retired). London: H. K. Lewis, 1903. 

This pamphlet is a highly speculative and often vague discussion 

upon the changes in the animal organism as well as in the surround¬ 

ing hygienic conditions which may lead to the development of 


